AS motorsport DBR2/Suffolk SS100 & C-type

RULE
BRITANNIA
with the
help of
jaguar

Replicas
as motorsport dbr2, suffolk ss100 and c-type.
the common denominaTOR FOR THESE, AND A NUMBER
OF OTHER recreations, is the classic xk-engine.
but it can be used in very different ways …
text: robert petersson. pho1to: peter gunnars.
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Andrew soar
builds the
dbr2 copies
in the old
pig house at
his parent's
farm …
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Andrew Soar
likes to do
most of the
development
and construction himself.
the project is
continually
evolving and
when we visited
he showed an
elegant gate
for the gearlever. Apart from
looking a bit
like the ones
used by ferrari
it is a copy of
the gate used
in the original
DBR2.
he has also put
a lot of effort
into finding a
fabric for the
seats that is
exactly like
the one used in
the old works
aston martins
in the fifties.

he Jaguar XK engine was produced during
six decades, from the late 40's to the early
90's. It has done just about everything,
from winning a number of Le Mans 24hour races to taking part in the Falklands war! The latter
as the engine in the light armoured vehicle Scorpion.
But what makes it so popular today is the fact that
it is so common and cheap. At least relatively cheap, if
you want a full race version it can cost you quite a lot.
But it's a good performer even in its basic specification
and that makes it a natural choice for classic recreations.
Andrew Soar, left, runs AS Motorsport and there he
does something that would give some Aston Martin
enthusiasts the creeps – he puts an XK engine in an
Aston Martin replica!
"It was the only way to keep the cost acceptable
and still have the feel and performance that you expect
from a DBR2."
Absolutely, a straight six with twin overhead camshafts is a basic description of the Aston engine, as
well as the XK, but if you are to use one of those we're
talking a totally a different budget. And an extra complication is that the Aston engine is physically larger and
more difficult to fit in.
The DBR2, the less known sibling to the DBR1 that
Carroll Shelby and Roy Salvadori won the Le Mans 24hours with in 1959, in the end had a 4,2 litre engine,
almost like a Jag XK!
The DRB2 started off with a 3,7 engine, then it had
a 3,9 before it reached 4,2 litres. In fact only two DBR2
cars were built, both in 1957 and in spite of a similar
appearance the model is totally different compared to
the DBR1.
First of all it is slightly larger and it has the gearbox
in a conventional position, while the DBR1 had the

gearbox integrated with the differential. The reason for
the differences is that the DBR2 is based on a Lagonda
V12-project, and for the DBR2 the Lagonda chassis
was fitted with the engine that eventually was going to
be fitted to the DB4 road car.
The DBR1 had a smaller three litre engine designed
for the new 1958 World Championship rules. The DBR2
was a stopgap solution for 1957, and after that supposed to defend the Aston brand in non-championship
events.
Armed with a DBR2 with a 3,9 litre engine Stirling
Moss won both "The Sussex Trophy" at Goodwood
and "The British Empire Trophy" at Oulton Park in 1958.
After that the two cars managed second and third at
Spa, before they were fitted with 4,2 engines and shipped to the US where they won some races driven by
privateers.
But in Nassau 1958 George Constantine in DBR2/1
was beaten to the flag by none other that Lance
Rewentlow in a Scarab (see page 48).
But the greatest victory escaped DBR2/1 in the Le
Mans 24 hours. It was at the cars debut in 1957 when
the Whitehead brothers drove it, completely untested,
in the great race .
The works drivers were given the DBR1 while the
race was more of a test for the new DBR2. But the
Whiteheads quickly noted that the car was extremely
quick and in order not to cause too much interest they
started to lift off down the Mulsanne straight. Otherwise
the works drivers would claim the DBR2 for themselves!
But in the end it didn't matter. They were out of the
race early when a blocked breather pipe forced all the
oil out of the gearbox.
Afterwards Aston Martin team manager John Wyer
admitted that the DBR2 would have won the race had it
managed to keep its pace for 24 hours …
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stirling moss at goodwood
in 1958? No, rodney boldwell
in his dbr2 replica 2010 …
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"the light colour of
the frame makes it
easier to spot cracks."
Today one of the DBR2's live in the US, while the
other supposedly is in Ireland, and rumour has it that it
was sold there for over seven million pounds!
If you hadn't noticed before that certainly proves that
were talking about a real gem worth Ferrari GTO money,
and the fact that not more replicas have been built is a
mystery. A few years ago someone built a couple based
on scrapped 6-cylinder DBS cars, but it wasn't until
Andrew Soar started this project that a serious effort
was made.
"I fell in love with the model many years a ago and
when I finally had the possibility to buy one I found a
company that was planning a series of replicas. The
trouble was that while my order was being built the
company collapsed and in the end I bought the whole
project instead of a car …"
Andrew grew up on his parent's farm and studied
engineering in order to be able to run the machinery on

the farm. But he showed an exceptional talent for the
subject and when he finished his studies he took up
teaching instead.
When he, a few years later, took over the DBR2 project he converted the old pig house at his parent's farm
to a workshop. By then the family had concentrated on
farming the land instead of keeping animals.
"I've been doing this for three years and so far I've
built six cars. As you can see two more are on the way,
but unfortunately I don't have a demo car."
Then, with perfect timing, the typical sound of an XK
engine cuts through the stillness. Andrew has persuaded one of the AS DBR2 owners, Rodney Boldwell, to
meet us and show his car.
Rodney has turned 75 ("I don't know how that happened") and has been around cars all his life.
"I used to run a garage in London for many years.
Then in the sixties I took up racing, I drove a Diva GT
and a Lotus 23, but in the end I didn't have the time so I
concentrated on road cars."
Amongst other cars Rodney had a rusty Triumph
TR3, but he wanted something a little bit extra. That's
how he got into the replica thing.
"I had an early Proteus C-type and later a Hawk
Cobra, the Cobra was a disaster. There was nothing
really wrong with it, but I had a lifetime of bad luck with
that car."

Today, besides the DBR2, he has a Suffolk SS100,
"but the DBR2 is a definite favourite".
While Rodney gets up to temperature with the help
of a cup of tea (it was only five degrees when I started
from home three hours ago") we take a closer look at
the two cars under construction.
The chassis is made up from square section tubes
that Andrew welds together himself.
"I do get help from my mate Dick Cross from time to
time, but he usually ends up working the farm machinery while I build the cars."
I wonder about the unusual light green colour of
the frame and Andrew tells me that it is the colour that
Aston Martin used on the race cars.
"Aston painted them light green and Jaguar used
light grey, the trick was to use a light colour so that
cracks could be spotted easier."
Andrew knows his history and his technology. Since
taking over the project he has strengthened the frame,
at the same time as it has become more true to the
original. Apart from the frame he also builds the De Dion
construction and the Watts linkage that together makes
up the rear suspension.
The engine is, like we have already pointed out, a
Jaguars XK. Andrew uses completely reconditioned
engines from VSE, Vintage Sports Engines, and the can
be in any tune and size, from 2,4 to full race 4,2.

The old pig
house where
the cars are
built serves it's
purpose better
than the exterior might lead
you to think.
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facts / as motorsport dbr2
engine: Jaguar xk in various sizes, from 2,4 to 4,2
litres, or bigger.
transmisson: rear wheel-drive, to customes choice,
cosworth limited-slip differential.
Construction: space-frame made of suuare-section
tubes, bodywork in grp, or aluminium.
wishbone front suspension, de dion rear suspension.
Brakes: discs front and rear.
performance: depending on the engine.
price: ready-built basic car from about 45 000 pounds
+ vat, aluminium body about 30 000 punds extra.
producer: www.asmotorsport.co.uk

the dbr2 in
the padoock
at snetterton, a classic haunting
ground for
this type of
car. unfortunately
there were
some lmpprototypes
testing for
le mans at
the time so
we couldn't
go out on
the track.
instead i
enjoyed
rodneys
superb driving on normal roads.

Gearboxes also vary, from standard Moss boxes,
like the one in Rodney's car, to modern Getrag, Tremec,
and so on. To get the power down Andrew uses a limited slip diff from Cosworth.
"You could install an Aston driveline, it's just a
question of price, and I've even had a question from
someone wanting to use an Aston V8!"
Today a ready built car is about 45 000 pounds,
plus tax and registration costs. For that money you
get bodywork in GRP, an all aluminium body is about
30 000 pounds extra.
Finally Rodney's body temperature is up to par and
we can go for a spin in his car. I'm not allowed to drive,
but you can get a good feel of the living, breathing
beast that is the DBR2 from the passenger seat.
The chassis setting is tight, perhaps a bit on the
hard side for the rutted roads. Personally I would go for
slightly longer suspension travel to enhance the period
feel. What strikes me is the quality feel of the car. The
look and feel that is normal for homebuilt specials is
totally absent and the AS Motorsport DBR2 is a car you
could live with.
The engine is a standard 3,4 with two SU carburettors and that is enough to give the car better performance than expected. It must be fun to drive, the smile
on Rodney's face gives the game away as he starts
using the gears and pushing through corners.
The day after I realised what he was smiling at. I was
sitting behind the wheel of a Suffolk C-Type Jaguar that
is at least a little bit similar in concept to the DBR2.
The C-type is a bit more basic with more standard
components like a rear axle from a Jaguar MKII and the
front suspension from an E-type. That also means that
the car is very close to the originals, which also used a
lot of mass-produced Jaguar parts to win the Le Mans
24-hours 1951 and 1953.
The bodywork is, like on the DBR2, in GRP, and it is
also an exact copy as an original C-type, chassis XKC
039, Roger Williams started Suffolk Jaguar in 1995 by
building copies of the SS100, pre-war predecessor to
the great post-war Jaguar sports cars.

happiness is a
country road
and a sports
racing car
with a fifties
feel …
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